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1. | strongly support the application of Tschopp & Mateus (2016) to replace Diplodocus 

longus Marsh, 1878, the type species of the sauropod dinosaur Diplodocus, with D. car- 

negii Hatcher, 1901. As has been well demonstrated by Tschopp & Mateus, the holotype 

of D. longus is an undiagnostic portion of the tail skeleton, rendering D. longus a nomen 

dubium (nomen vanum). In contrast, the holotype of D. carnegii is one of the most 

complete fossil specimens of Diplodocus collected, and it includes diagnostic skeletal 

material. Furthermore, replicas (casts) of a composite skeleton of D. carnegii are on 

display at museums worldwide, and have come to represent the concept of Diplodocus 

in the technical and popular scientific literature. 

2. Diplodocus is the genus name of an iconic Late Jurassic sauropod dinosaur, and, as 

such, it has been used in thousands of scientific and popular science publications. The 

fact that the type species of the genus is a nomen dubium thus threatens the continued 

use of Diplodocus as a dinosaur generic name, and may even necessitate proposal of 

a replacement name for the genus. Therefore, it serves both the universality and the 

stability of zoological nomenclature to redesignate the type species of Diplodocus as 

a species based on diagnostic type material, as proposed by Tschopp & Mateus (2016) 

in their application. I urge the Commission to accept their application by designating 

D. carnegii Hatcher, 1901 the type species of Diplodocus Marsh, 1878. 
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